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GrowDat youth farm
quarterly update: December 2012

We’ve Moved!
October was a great month for Grow Dat. We moved into our beautiful eco 
campus in City Park and are now all working out of our “treehouse” o!ce. Our 
space has been designed and constructed by Tulane School of Architecture 
sta" and students, led by the Tulane City Center. The campus won the very 
prestigious SEED award for community design. When the TCC team went to 
Austin last spring to accept the award, Grow Dat’s design also won the People’s 
Choice Award! Without the support of many generous individuals the 
completion of our eco-campus would not be possible. Special thanks to David 
and Stephanie Barksdale for a matching donation that made it possible to 
leverage the funding we needed to #nish our space. We cannot express the 
gratitude we feel working in such a well-designed, attractive place. 

In addition to the completion of our o!ce, we are close to #nishing our demonstra-
tion kitchen and composting toilets. Over the fall semester, Tulane Adjunct Lecturer 
Zach Lamb has led a TIDES Disaster and Resilience class that is constructing a grey 
water management system that will #lter water from both the bathroom hand 
washing sink and the kitchen sink, designed by Dr. Mark Bayley. We are very proud to 
be able to showcase sustainable design techniques that address water management 
and model ways to wisely use limited resources. Come visit our site to see them for 
yourself!

In August Grow Dat was the Whole Foods 
5% day recipient, which meant that 
$10,200 (or 5% of total sales from both 
the Arabella and Metairie Store) was 
donated to Grow Dat. Whole Foods 
provides support to Grow Dat in many 

ways, and this cash contribution is a wonderful latest addition to our 
partnership!

The Barman’s Fund reached out to Grow Dat this fall to o"er funding to help us purchase a stove for our demonstration kitchen. $The 
Barman’s Fund is a motley assortment of bartenders who pledge one shift a month for charitable organizations.  Each bartender picks 
a shift and donates every last dollar they make on that shift.  They pool the money and look for folks who need it.  Holly Williams, 
coordinator for the Barman’s Fund NOLA, reached out to Grow Dat after we posted our need for a new stove on our website. The 
Barman’s Fund’s generous donations will allow us to purchase a stove and launch our cooking and nutrition classes for both youth and 
their families in spring, 2013!

As we move into our beautiful permanent o!ce in City Park we have had the opportunity to build great partnerships with local 
businesses, including Harbor Communications. Because they believe deeply in our mission to nurture the leadership skills of young 
adults in our city, Harbor Communications has generously donated all installation and on-going monthly service costs to Grow Dat! 

Thank you to Stephen and the entire Harbor Communications team for getting us up and running with phone and internet access!

Additional funding support has come from the Blue Cross Blue Shield Foundation and a network of individual donors. This support makes it possible for us to carry out the 
important work of nurturing young leaders and producing sustainable and delicious food for our community. 

Grow Dat Supporters
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This fall we hired four of our graduates (Melanie, Deshawn, Amber and 
Yasmin) to join our team as Grow Dat Interns. This capable, charming crew of 
young adults works with sta" afterschool and on Saturdays. Their work has 
spanned many tasks, from leading tours of the farm to running cooking and 
nutrition workshops at pubic events to leading groups of volunteers in various 
farm tasks. Their contributions have been immense and have added a great 
value to our work. 

We are currently accepting applications from our partner schools for our 2013 
crew member positions. In December we will interview all of our candidates 
and will select 25 to join our program in January. 

An exciting update from our 2012 crew: crew members (and current Interns) Melanie 
Long and Yasmin Davis have made it to the #nalist round for Posse! Both young 
women were nominated through Grow Dat and if they are selected to be Posse 
Scholars will receive a full ride to either Tulane University or Bard College. We are so 
proud of their accomplishment (making it to the #nal 40 of several hundred 
nominees) and wish them best of luck in the last round.

On November 3rd we hosted our Plant Sale and Party! The goal of the event was 
multifold: to welcome everyone on to our farm site and show them our beautiful 
ec-campus, to sell high quality vegetable and herb plants we have grown, and to 
kick o" our “Growing the Green” online fundraiser.  Over 500 people joined us to 
celebrate and support our work, eat tacos, compete in some rousing sack races and 
meet the young adults we work with.

Love Grow Dat and want to support our work this holiday season? Our second annual 
“Growing the Green” campaign will run through December 31st and provides a great 
chance to give a meaningful gift to friends and family and further Grow Dat’s mission. 
During the holiday season you can support our work by giving the gift of food or 
employment. Everyone who donates will receive a “Thanks For Giving” card that you 
can give to friends and family on whose behalf you have donated. For more 
information visit our website: www.growdatyouthfarm.org.

Intern Launch

Youth Update

Plant Sale and Party and 
Online Fundraiser



We are hosting #eld trips! Grow Dat has launched a standards-based #eld trip 
program for K-8 students that combines hands-on, experiential learning with 
lessons around agro-ecology and biodiversity, all within the context of a 
sustainable urban farmstead and eco-campus. For more information visit our 
website or contact Leo Gorman at leo@growdatyouthfarm.org.

Johanna Gilligan has been recognized as one of 50 of the New Orleans CityBusiness 
Women of the Year. Started in 1999, Women of the Year recognizes 50 women from 
the area whose successes in business and contributions to the community have set 
the pace for our region’s future. Honorees are innovative leaders who are making 
waves with their energy, ideas, achievements and commitment to excellence in the 
area. Honorees will be selected based on business and community involvement and 
achievement that have set the pace for the overall community. We are very excited to 
have our work at Grow Dat honored among the business community.

GrowDat youth farm
quarterly update: December 2012

13

Field Trips City Business Women of the Year

Press
In Assisi, seeking love and forgiveness in the shadow of 
St. Francis
Charles Honey 
Religion News Service
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/on-faith/in-assisi-
see-
king-love-and-forgiveness-in-the-shadow-of-st-francis/2012/10/01/d
23a5638-0c06-11e2-97a7-45c05ef136b2_story_1.html

An Urban Farm Puts New Orleans Teens to Work
Kaid Ben#eld
Atlantic Cities
http://www.theatlanticcities.com/neighborhoods/2012/10/urban-
farm-puts-new-orleans-teens-work/3546/

Youth Farm Nurtures Leaders
Eve Abrams
NPR
http://growdatyouthfarm.org/2012/12/12/on-npr-youth-farm-
nutures-leaders/


