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FIFTH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE!                               SUMMER 2015

OUR FIFTH GRADUATION 
On June 27, the outdoor classroom was packed with 
family and friends cheering on the graduates of our fifth 
Leadership Program! Over the course of five months young 
people grew personally and professionally, challenging 
themselves to grow food for their community and creating 
lasting relationships with one another across difference. 
Valentina Carillo, 2014 graduate and now a Biology major 
at LSU, came back to the farm to offer her congratulations 
to the Crew Members. We wanted to share an excerpt of 
her thoughtful reflections with you:  
 
“When I first learned about this youth led farm in City 
Park, I could picture myself gardening, planting, and being 
outdoors. Never did I think that I would encounter such 
a diverse and open-minded group of people that would 
teach me to be patient and accepting. A school classroom 
could not have taught me what I learned at Grow Dat. 
Because of Grow Dat’s workshops and discussions, I 
became passionate about topics that I never gave much 
thought to: I became an advocate for issues such as 
farmer’s rights, immigration and food justice.Grow Dat 
taught me to try on, to practice self-focus, to not blame 
shame or judge, and taught me that’s it’s OK to disagree.

I met some truly wonderful people who inspired me to 
nourish and care for the only body we have. I talked to 
farmers who showed me what hard work really is, and 
how rewarding it is to provide food for American families. 
I became friends with people who gave up endless hours 
to serve breakfast for the homeless at Crescent City Café, 
and became influenced by fulfilled and happy people 
who shopped at the farmer’s markets. I have all of these 
experiences and connections because of Grow Dat.  
 
As an alum, I have continued participating in Crescent City 
Café and supporting local farms. Most importantly I have 
found myself through service and agriculture and I have 
found a family.”
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Farm Share Info 
 

$120 ($15 per box) for 8 weeks  
 

October 21 thru December 19 
 

Pickup is Wednesday evenings and 
Saturday mornings on the farm 

For more information or to sign up, 
visit 

http://growdatyouthfarm.org/csa

 
ON SALE NOW:
FALL FARM SHARES 
 
The Grow Dat Farm Share program is an opportunity for 
customers to enjoy sustainably-grown, fresh produce while 
investing in our farm and youth leadership program. Farm 
Shares are a form of Community Supported Agriculture 
(CSA), a way for the community to become “member-
investors” who receive a weekly portion of the farm’s 
harvest during the growing season. For decades, CSAs 
have supported small-scale farmers and strengthened 
local food systems. Members experience the seasonal 
fluctuations of the farm’s produce, a process that teaches 
consumers more about the natural cycles of food 
production. Farms benefit by receiving upfront, steady 
income from members, minimizing some of the risks that 
come with small-scale farming. At Grow Dat, all Farm Share 
proceeds support our youth program, which nurtures the 
leadership skills of teenagers employed in the meaningful 
work of growing healthy food.

Want to have an even greater impact? Become a Sustaining 
Farm Share Member -- for $250 you will not only receive 
your own weekly box, but you will underwrite a subsidized  
membership for someone who would traditionally lack 
access to fresh, local food.

http://growdatyouthfarm.org/csa
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STRATEGIC PLAN: ENVISIONING OUR NEXT FIVE YEARS
Last year we began the intensive process of crafting a Strategic Plan, which we are proud to announce 
is now finished! The planning process engaged a diverse set of stakeholders including founding staff, 
youth alumni, Board Members and a broad coalition of partner organizations and community members. 

Our emphasis on financial sustainability is central to the plan, with a goal to increase our earned 
revenue from 20% of our budget to 50% of our budget through five different income generation 
strategies including field trips, corporate volunteer groups, farm dinners, farm tours and classes. 

Our main strategy to broaden and deepen our impact is The HIVE, our new research and training arm 
that will allow us to train others in our model and ecosystems approach to youth development. We 
are exciting to be piloting the HIVE this fall with several different entities including the Bayou District 
Foundation and Social Innovation Social Entrepreneurship classes from Tulane University. 

We hope you will enjoy reading the Executive Summary, and that you will join us on the journey into the 
next phase of our work!
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OUR FIRST FIVE YEARS: REFLECTIONS AND TRANSITIONS 

I first read Johanna’s White Paper about her desire to start a farm that hires teenagers to grow food 
in the fall of 2010. Imagining long rows of greens carefully tended by young people from across New 
Orleans, I knew the idea had enormous transformative potential for growth, reconcillation and healing. 
There is no way I could have predicted just what an incredible project -- and community -- I was soon 
to have the honor to help create. 

This fall I am returning to the London School of Economics to begin a PhD, studying food systems, 
hunger and climate change. The stillness of a library will undoubtably feel strange in comparison to the 
bustle of our work on the farm, but I am excited to stay engaged with Grow Dat as a facilitator in the 
HIVE. One of my favorite activities over the years has been crafting these Quarterly Reports so I hope 
you’ve enjoyed reading them as much as I’ve enjoyed writing them. 

This summer we hosted a Staff Huddle with our founding team to reflect back upon our first five years 
-- Johanna, Leo, Jabari, Sarah and I. It was such a joy to remember how far we have come, together. 
In 2011 we launched our program by borrowing 1/4 acre of a community garden plot, partnering with 
one high school, and hiring 12 youth. In 2015 we now inhabit our own 7-acre farm and Eco Campus, 
partner with nine diverse high schools, and hire over 50 teenagers a year. Such incredible growth has 
only been possible because of the intentional and loving cultivation of the relationships we hold with 
one another, and with the land. I am humbled to have had a rare and precious opportunity to do such 
deeply meaningful work with you all.

Warmly, 
Jeanne Firth 
Assistant Director

 
“Such incredible growth has 
only been possible because 
of the intentional and loving 

cultivation of the relationships 
we hold with one another, and 

with the land.“ 
  

-Jeanne Firth, Assistant 
Director
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HELP AN ALUM GROW!  
BRITTANY’S COMMUNITY  
GARDEN PROJECT IN HOUSTON

Alum Brittany Gaines recently reached out to us with 
an idea: she wants to restart the huge (but unused) 
community garden at her new apartment building. 
Brittany is studying photography at the Art Institute 
of Houston and now lives off campus with friends. 
Several of her housemates have growing experience 
and love gardening. Brittany worked at Grow Dat from 
2012-2014, holding several different positions with the 
organization. Eventually she became a respected and 
highly skilled Assistant Crew Leader, role modeling 
leadership and encouraging the growth and develop-
ment of new youth in the program. 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! Would you or someone you 
know be interested in purchasing or underwriting some 
basic supplies to get Brittany’s community garden 
up and running again? They need basic hand tools, 
seeds and starter plants.  If you are interested in sup-
porting her efforts or want more information, please 
call or email Jeanne - jeanne@growdatyouthfarm.org 
913.515.6892

All-star Alum Brittany Gaines

Sunflowers attracting pollinators to our fields Picking blueberries at Pearl River Blues Berry Farm 
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PRESS
Grow Dat’s Ecosystem Part 2
More new research published on our model! Joshua Schoop’s 
research about our impact and our ecosystem approach continue 
in Part 2 of his series about Grow Dat on the Youth Economic 
Opportunities website.
In case you missed Part 1, read it here.

Dickie Brennan’s Grass Fed Beef Picnic
Youth volunteers had a wonderful night at the recent all-local benefit 
for Grow Dat.

EVENTS THAT GIVE BACK
Thanks to several incredible local businesses that ran fundraisers on Grow Dat’s behalf this spring! 

• Nearby us in City Park, Ralph’s on the Park featured Grow Dat as their “Cocktail for a Cause” in May 
-- a delicious ginger daiquri featuring mint from our herb beds.

• Beloved snowball shack Hansen’s Sno-Bliz donated all of their proceeds on May 3 to Grow Dat and 
the James Beard Foundation.

• Down the Hatch Bar and Grill hosted a Grow Dat Happy Hour and donated the day’s proceeds to 
the farm.

• A portion of every ticket sold for the annual Grass Fed Beef Picnic at Dickie Brennan’s Steakhouse 
was donated to Grow Dat, and youth had a great time working alongside Chefs volunteering at the 
event.

Interested in holding a fundraising event like one of the above on our behalf? Please reach out to our 
new Earned Revenue Coordinator, Jenelle Malbrough at jenelle@growdatyouthfarm.org

Design: Right Hat, LLC. 

SHOUT OUTS AND FUNDING SUCCESSES
 

$100,000 from the Whole Kids 
Foundation to support the launch of 

The HIVE

$7,800 from the Aetna Corporation to 
sponsor 25% of our Shared Harvest 

this year

$25,000 for a second year of support 
from the Fox Family Foundation for 

general operating expenses
 

$10,000 from GPOA Foundation 
for our 2016 Advanced Leadership 

Program

http://www.youtheconomicopportunities.org/blog/2502/cultivating-ecosystem-youth-development-part-2-advancing-leaderly-capacities
http://www.youtheconomicopportunities.org/blog/2502/cultivating-ecosystem-youth-development-part-2-advancing-leaderly-capacities
http://www.youtheconomicopportunities.org/blog/2415/cultivating-ecosystem-youth-development
http://www.nola.com/society/index.ssf/2015/08/gonsoulin_cattle_ranch_meets_g.html
mailto:jenelle%40growdatyouthfarm.org?subject=

